1 H1S.IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FRANKENSTEIN'S MONSTERS RULE THE K ARTH



THE BRITTLE RIDERS IS SET IN THE DISTANT FUTURE. HUMANITY
CREATED SUBSPECIES OF SLAVES DESIGNED TO PERFORM MANUAL
LABOR, SEXUAL FAVORS, ENGAGE IN DANGEROUS TASKS, AND MORE.

INSTEAD OF DYING EVERY TEN YEARS, AS PROMISED IN THE COMPANY
BROCHURE, THEY GOT SICK AND HID. K VENTUALLY
THEY ROSE UP AND KILLED EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD ON TH
PLANET.- - - = e
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HUMANITY HAD LEARNED THEY WOULD BE DENIED THE STARS WHEN AN ALIEN RACE VISITED

AND CONFIRMED THAT FASTER-THAN-LIGHT TRAVEL WAS IMPOSSIBLE. A THOUSAND YEA

RS LATER,

EDWARD Q. ROHTA, A BRILLIANT GENETICIST AND AVOWED HEDONIST, HAD NON-STELLAR
DESIRES. HE AVOIDED ANTI-Al LAWS AND GAVE HUMANS SOMETHING NEW TO FOCUS ON AND

ENJOY. HE CREATED MULTIPLE SPECIES OF CHIMERAS TO FILL THE SWIRLING VOIDS OF
RFEKINDLE HUMANITY S DREAMS. Hi1s comMPANY, RoHTA INDUSTRIES, LLC, CREATED
OF CHIMERAS EVERY DAY. SINCE THE CHIMERA HAD BEEN WEAPONS AND FODDER, THE

ENNUI AND
THOUSANDS
WERE

WELL-VERSED IN THE ARTS OF WAR THAT HUMANS HAD LONG FORGOTTEN. THEY USE THIS

KNOWLEDGE TO FORM AN ARMY WITH A SINGULAR PURPOSE. s Wp—
GOT A LITTLE WEIRD.




FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE FALL OF HUMANITY, A WARLORD NAMED XHAKNAR ATTACKED
THE PLAINS AND CREATED A DESOLATE HELLSCAPE. XHAKNAR AND HIS KIND ARE EIGHT FOOT
TALL SUPER SOLDIERS CREATED BY ROHTA’S RIVALS. FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THEY GUTTED
THE PLAINS, FOUR FRINGE DWELLERS, A WOLFEN, A SUCCUBUS, A LLAMIA, AND A BADGEBETH,
ARE SUMMONED TO A BAR BY A POWERFUL SKELETAL BEING, WHOSE BODY ENCOMPASSES LIVING
FLAME,
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THE UNLIKELY ALLIES BEGIN THEIR QUEST BY ROBBING THE LARGEST FINANCIAL REPOSITORY
ON |ITHE PLANET. THEY PLAN ON USING THE LOOT TO FUND AN ARMY. INSTEAD OF USING

DIPLOMATIC MEANS, THEY LET THE REST OF THE DENIZENS KNOW OF THEIR DEED BY LEAVING A
TRAIL OF DEAD GUARDS AND EMPTY VAULTS. ALSO, TO ENSURE THERE IS NO MISUNDERBTANDING,

(GELDISH BURNS HIS{;’ NITIALS INTO THE WALL OF THE REPOSITORY FOR ALL TO SEE.







AFTER DISCOVERING THE MINOTAURS, SE-JEANTS, AND FIERSTANS WERE SENDING PATROLS
TO ASSESS THE POSSIBILITIES AND THREATS PRESENTED BY GELDISH’S MAD PLAN, THE ALLIES
MOUNTED THEIR NEW STEEDS TO MEET THE PATROLS IN A NEUTRAL LOCATION.

MILITARY, THEY BRIGHTEN. THERE WOULD BE NO
LD BE A COUNCIL OF WAR. a-

DEALI

G WITH DILETTANTES. THIS WOU

W HE NJ# THEY SEE THE PATROLS ARE ALL M







AFTER THE FIRST GROUP LEAVES, A SECOND GROUP IS ASSEMBLED TO BEGIN RAIDS ON OUTPOSTS
AND TROOPS TRAVERSING BETWEEN THEM. AT FIRST THE WARRIORS THINK THEY ARE GOING TO
ATTACK ANAPSIDA, XHAKNAR’S KINGDOM AND ITS BLOOD FOUNTAIN. ASSURED THEY ARE NOT
DOING ANYTHING INSANE, JUST ASSAULTING HEAVILY ARMED PATROLS THAT WILL OUTNUMBEIT THEM,
THEY ALL RELAX AND PREPARE TO EMBARK. THE REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE THREE CHIM
SPECIES RETURN TO THEIR HOME WARRENS TO INFORM THEIR LEADERS WHAT HAS
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NOT EXPECTING ANY LEGITIMATE RESISTANCE, THE SQUAD IS AMBUSHED AND MASSACRED BY
THE BRITTLE RIDERS AND THEIR ALLIES ALMOST IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL. MOST OF THE
ALLIED PATROL HAD BEEN HIDING BENEATH THE SANDS AND ERUPTED UNSEEN BEHIND THE ENEMY

SQUAD.

THEY SAVE ONE SQUAD MEMBER’S LIFE. HIM THEY STRIP NAKED, GIVE HIM A[CANTEEN F/EH}
OF WATER, AND SEND HIM BACK TO HIS MASTER WITH A CLEAR MESSAGE. 3 “
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THE B RITTLE RFDERS ARE REAL, AND THEY ARE DANGEROUS.
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SOURCES

THEORETICAL GENETICISTS
MILITARY STRATEGISTS
ACTIVE MILITARY OEFEICERS
COMBAT NURSES

NUNS - AND IMAMS
UPLIFT WARS BY DAVID BRIN
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B RAARDB

BORN INTO A GENTLE HERD THAT ONLY WISHED FOR PEACEFUL
PASTURES, HER LIFE WAS FOREVER CHANGED WHEN ONE OF XHAKNAR’S
PATROLS AMBUSHED THE LLAMIA AND TRIED TO ERADICATE THEM. &,

e

BRAARB ESCAPED BY GRACEFULLY FALLING OFF A CLIFF AND LYING .,
UNCONSCIOUS FOR THREE DAYS. :

AFTER SCAVENGING FOR FOOD AND SHELTER FOR A SEASON SHE WAS
FOUND BY THE QUEEN’S HERD AND TAKEN IN. BRAARB TURNED 0OUT
TO HAVE AN APTITUDE FOR BOTH DIPLOMACY AND VIOLENCE. FHE _—

(QUEEN’S HERD TRAINED HER IN BOTH AND SHE BECAME AN AI]PE

TO THE (QUEEN. tﬁ

WHEN RUMORS OF GELDISH’S DEEDS HIT THE COURT BRAARB WAS
SENT TO ASCERTAIN THEIR VERACITY AND SEE IF GELDISH WAS A

FRIEND OR FOE.

BRAARB WISHES FOR PEACE AND WILL KILL ANYONE WHO TRIES TO
PREVENT THAT FROM HAPPENING.



N LEAH WAS BORN IN A SMALL VILLAGE NAMED A NARA
SHE STOLE HER FIRST KISS WITH ANOTHER SUCCUBUS,~
BEHIND A BARN, WHEN SHE WAS BARELY A TEEN. HER'

AND FOREVER, SHE FINALLY GOT BACK TO LIVING.
LATER, ONE OF X HAKNAR’S GENERALS RAIDED HER
VILLAGE LOOKING FOR SEX SLAVES. N’ LEAH WAS
CAPTURED AND SPENT THE NEXT FORTY YEARS IN
CAPTIVITY.

SCHEDULED TO BE EXECUTED. A LOCAL WOLFEN, NAMED
R YUNE, LEARNED OF THIS, KILLED SEVERAL GUARDS,
AND FREED HER.THEY HAVE BEEN TOGETHER EVER SINCE.



RY UNE

R YUNE WAS BORN WITH A DEFORMED TONGUE AND IS A
MUTE. WHILE HE DID WELL IN ALL HIS CLASSES THE ;
OTHER WOLFENS LOOKED AT HIM IN PITY AND NOT

AS AN EQUAL.

FRUSTRATED AT THE LACK OF RESPECT HE LEFT HIS PACK
AND TOOK JOBS AS A HUNTER FOR THE LANDED GENTRY
WHO LOVED THE VIOLENCE BUT WERE TOO COWARDLY
TO DO IT THEMSELVES.

HE LEARNED SIGN LANGUAGE, BECAME A WEAPONS
MASTER, AND WAS BUILDING A TIDY SAVINGS ACCOUNT
UNTIL HE THREW IT ALL AWAY TO SAVE A SUCCUBUS.

R YUNE IS A FAN OF ALL THINGS ALCOHOLIC, ODD
JOKES, AND HIS NEW LIFE WITH N LEAH.




S LAND

SLAND WAS THE SON OF A BADGEBETH CLAN LEADER.

NOT AS SMART, OR TRAINED, AS HIS BROTHER,
HE WAS OFTEN LEFT BEHIND. HOPING TO PROVE HIS
WORTH HE TOOK A JOB SAVING A VILLAGE FROM A

PREDATOR.

UNFORTUNATELY, WHILE HE WAS SUCCESSFUL, HE
VIOLATED TO MAIN RULE OF THE BADGEBETH:; “NEVER

TREAT WITH OTHER SPECIES.”

WHETHER HE LEFT OR WAS EXILED IS OPEN TO
DISCUSSION. WHAT' S NOT IS THAT HIS ACTIONS GAVE
AWAY THE LOCATION OF THE BADGEBETH LAIR AND

X HAKNAR TRIED TO KILL THEM ALL. SLAND HEARD

ABOUT IT LATER AND VOWED REVENGE.

OLAND HAS NO FILTER AND WILL DRINK ARMIES UNDER
THE TABLE.




NOTEWORTHY

THE BRITTLE RIDERS: BOOK ONE (SECOND EDITION)WAS H
5 VOTED BE 51T S CI-,FI NOVEL 20 22 ’(CRITTERS READERS P LL) i
g g .
o B vERY U‘NIQUE TONE AND WORLD REMINISCENT OF GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY
w MEETS A MAGNIEICENT SEVE N/DIRTY D& ZEN TYPE SETUP, BUTIWELH A-LOOK,
FLAVOR, LEXICON ALL ITS OWN. IN A WORLD WHERE STUDIOS AND
STREAMERS AR -QKING FOR IP THAT’S EXPANSIVE, BOTH NARRATIVELY AND IN TERMS OF
ANCILEARY POSSIBILITIES (PREQUELS OFFSHOOTS, VIDEO GAMES, ETC. )
THUSBEERTAINLY SEEMS \TO OFFER UP A NUMBER OF POSSIBILITIES.
GARRICK DION - PRODUCER (JOKER DRIVE, ETC. )




T'HE AUTHOR

Bz M CCORMICK IS AN AWARD WINNING AND CRITICALLY
ACCLAIMED AUTHOR OF SEVERAL NOVELS, COMIC BOOKS,
GRAPHIC NOVELS AND HAS APPEARED IN"NUMEROUS ANTHOLOGIES.
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YOoU CAN FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HIM AT BiLrMcSciFi1.cowm.

YOU CAN CONTACT HIM AT BiLrMcSciFi@GMAIL.cOM.
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